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best augment our troops, and how we may bo able to resist
our foreign enemies, without exposing- the nation to in-
testine miseries, and leaving our liberties at the mercy of
the court.

There are, my lords, two methods of increasing our
forces ; the first is, that of raising now regiments; tho
other, of adding new men to those which already subsist.

By raising new regiments, my lords, we shall only gratify
the minister with the distribution of new commissions, aud
the establishment of new dependents; wo shall enlarge
the influence of the court, and increase tho charge of tho
nation, which is already loaded with too many taxes to
support any unnecessary expense.

By the other method, of adding a hundred men to every
company, we shall not only save the pay of the officers,
which is no slight consideration, but what seems, if the
reports raised by the ministry of our present danger be
true, of far more importance, shall form tho new forces
with more expedition into regular troops; for, by dis-
tributing1 them among those who are already instructed in
their duty, we shall give them an opportunity of hourly
improvement; every man's comrade will be his master, and
every one will be ambitious of forming himself by the
example of those who have been in tho army longer than
themselves.

If it be objected, my lords, that tho number of ollicern
will not then bear a just proportion to that of the soldiers,
it may be answered, that the foreign troop? of tho greatest
reputation have no greater number of ottieers, an every
one must know who is acquainted with the constitution of
the most formidable armies of Europe* Those of the
Prussian monarch, or of the various nations by which we
were assisted in the late war, either us confederates or
mercenaries, have but few oflicers* And I very well
remember, my lords, that whenever they were joined by
parties of our own uation, the inequality in the number t>f
the officers produced contests and disputes.

The only troops of Europe, my lords, that BWtirm with
officers, are those of France, but even these have fewer